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The Prophet Samuel was the fifteenth and last of the Judges of Israel, living more

than 1146 years before the Birth of Christ. He was descended from the Tribe of

Levi, and was the son of Elkanah from Ramathaim-Zophim of Mount Ephraim. He

was born, having been besought from the Lord through the prayers of his mother

Hannah (therefore he received the name Samuel, which means “besought from

God”). Even before birth, he was dedicated to God. Her song, “My heart exults in

the Lord,” is the third Old Testament ode of the Canon (1 Sam/1 Kings 2:1-10).

When the boy reached the age of three, his mother went with him to Shiloh and in

accord with her vow dedicated him to the worship of God. She gave him into the

care of the High Priest Eli, who at this time was a judge over Israel. The prophet

grew in the fear of God, and at twelve years of age he had a revelation that God

would punish the house of the High Priest Eli, because he did not restrain the

impiety of his sons. Eli’s whole family was wiped out in a single day.

The prophecy was fulfilled when the Philistines, having slain in battle 30,000 Israelites (among them Hophni and

Phinees, the sons of Eli the High Priest), gained victory and captured the Ark of the Covenant. Hearing this, the High

Priest Eli fell backwards from his seat at the gate, and breaking his back, he died. The wife of Phinees, upon hearing

what had happened in this very hour, gave birth to a son (Ichabod) and died with the words: “The glory has departed

from Israel, for the Ark of God is taken away” (1 Sam/1 Kgs 4: 22).

Upon the death of Eli, Samuel became the judge of the nation of Israel. The Ark of God was returned by the Philistines

on their own initiative. After returning to God, the Israelites returned to all the cities that the Philistines had taken. In his

old age, the Prophet Samuel made his sons Joel and Abiah judges over Israel, but they did not follow the integrity and

righteous judgment of their father, since they were motivated by greed.

Then the elders of Israel, wanting the nation of God to be “like other nations” (1 Sam/1 Kgs 8: 20), demanded of the

Prophet Samuel that they have a king. The Prophet Samuel anointed Saul as king, but saw in this a downfall of the

people, whom God Himself had governed until this time, announcing His will through “judges,” His chosen saints.

Resigning the position of judge, the Prophet Samuel asked the people if they consented to his continued governance,

but no one stepped forward for him.

After denouncing the first king, Saul, for his disobedience to God, the Prophet Samuel anointed David as king. He had

offered David asylum, saving him from the pursuit of King Saul. The Prophet Samuel died in extreme old age. His life is

recorded in the Bible (1 Sam/1 Kgs; Sirach 46:13-20).

Sunday School

 
TODAY is our first day of classes!

ALL students leave the Divine Liturgy immediately following the Prayer of Thanksgiving to go to their classrooms. Please

walk via the front hallway from the Narthex to the metal staircase...do NOT go through Carlos Hall.

 

Agiasmo will also be held in each classroom.  

Ice Cream & Rainbow Pops will be in Carlos Hall, after classes today, so we can celebrate our first day!

 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=171
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=2422


Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Ἀναστάσιµον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος βʹ. 
Ὅτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ ζωὴ ἡ
ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσας, τῇ
ἀστραπῇ τῆς θεότητος· ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς
τεθνεῶτας, ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων ἀνέστησας,
πᾶσαι αἱ δυνάµεις τῶν ἐπουρανίων
ἐκραύγαζον· Ζωοδότα Χριστέ, ὁ Θεὸς ἡµῶν
δόξα σοι.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἑορτῆς. Ἦχος α΄.
Ἐν τῇ Γεννήσει, τὴν παρθενίαν ἐφύλαξας. Ἐν
τῇ Κοιµήσει, τὸν κόσµον οὐ κατέλιπες Θεοτόκε.
Μετέστης πρὸς τὴν ζωήν, Μήτηρ ὑπάρχουσα
τῆς ζωῆς, καὶ ταῖς πρεσβείαις ταῖς σαῖς
λυτρουµένη, ἐκ θανάτου τὰς ψυχὰς ἡµῶν.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'.
Σήµερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡµῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ
τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς
τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ
Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡµεὶς
σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωµεν· Χαῖρε
Κεχαριτωµένη, ὁ Κύριος µετὰ σοῦ.

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος πλ. β΄. 
Τὴν ἐν πρεσβείαις ἀκοίµητον Θεοτόκον, καὶ
προστασίαις ἀµετάθετον ἐλπίδα, τάφος καὶ
νέκρωσις οὐκ ἐκράτησεν· ὡς γὰρ ζωῆς Μητέρα,
πρὸς τὴν ζωὴν µετέστησεν, ὁ µήτραν οἰκήσας
ἀειπάρθενον.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 2.

When you descended into death, Life immortal, you

vanquished the power of hades by your resplendent

divinity, and when you raised the dead from the

depths of darkness, all the heavenly powers cried out

triumphantly: O giver of life, Christ our God, glory to

you.

Apolytikion of the Feast. Mode 1.

You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell

asleep in death yet did not desert the world, O

Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are

Mother of Life and, by virtue of your intercessions,

deliver our souls from death.

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the

revelation of the mystery which was hidden from

eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son,

and Gabriel announces the grace of this Good

News. Let us also join with him, calling to the

Theotokos: Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord

is with you.

Kontakion. Mode pl. 2.

The Theotokos is undying in intercession.* Immovable

is our hope in her for protection. * Neither death nor

burial prevailed over her. * As she is Mother of Life,

she was removed to life by Him, * the Lord who lived

in her ever-virgin womb.



Gospel

Readings 11th Sunday of Matthew
Κυριακή ΙΑ΄ Ματθαῖου

(Matthew 18:23-35)

The Lord said this Parable:                                   "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle

accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten

thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and

all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released

him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants

who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, 'Pay what you owe.' So his fellow

servant fell down and besought him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' He refused and went and

put him in prison till he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord

summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought

me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his

lord delivered him to the torturers, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to

every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."

Epistle (St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 9:2-12)

             you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who would examine

me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a

wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who

have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who

plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I

say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, "You

shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not

speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the

thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if

we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in

the way of the gospel of Christ.

Brethren,

PROKEIMENON: The Lord is my strength and my song.

VERSE: The Lord has chastened me sorely.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the

Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all

must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy

Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy

Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the

clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion.

Thank you.
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Thank you to our volunteers

Welcome, everyone!

Support our Cathedral

Acolytes Handmaidens Parish Council

Group 3 Group 3 St. Basil

➤ Follow the Cathedral on

Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy

in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality

table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online

giving, make a quick donation, and more.
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