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The Hieromartyr Blaise (Blasius), Bishop of Sebaste, was known for his righteous and devout life.

Unanimously chosen by the people, he was consecrated Bishop of Sebaste. This occurred during

the reign of the Roman emperors Diocletian (284-305) and Licinius (307-324), fierce persecutors of

Christians. Saint Blaise encouraged his flock, visited the imprisoned, and gave support to the

martyrs.

Many hid themselves from the persecutors by going off to desolate and solitary places. Saint Blaise

also hid himself away on Mount Argeos, where he lived in a cave. Wild beasts came up to him and

meekly waited until the saint finished his prayer and blessed them. The saint also healed sick

animals by laying his hands upon them.

The refuge of the saint was discovered by servants of the governor Agrilaus, who had come to

capture wild beasts to loose on the Christian martyrs. The servants reported to their master that

Christians were hiding on the mountain, and he gave orders to arrest them. But those sent out

found there only the Bishop of Sebaste. Glorifying God Who had summoned him to this exploit,

Saint Blaise followed the soldiers.

Along the way the saint healed the sick and worked other miracles. Thus, a destitute widow complained to him of her misfortune.

A wolf had carried off a small pig, her only possession. The bishop smiled and said to her, “Do not weep, your pig will be

returned to you...” To the astonishment of everyone, the wolf came running back and returned his prey unharmed.

Agrilaus, greeting the bishop with words of deceit, called him a companion of the gods. The saint answered the greeting, but he

called the gods devils. Then they beat him and led him off to prison.

On the next day, they subjected the saint to tortures again. When they led him back to the prison, seven women followed behind

and gathered up the drops of blood. They arrested them and tried to compel them to worship the idols. The women pretended to

consent to this and said that first they needed to wash the idols in the waters of a lake. They took the idols and threw them in a

very deep part of the lake, and after this the Christians were fiercely tortured. The saints stoically endured the torments,

strengthened by the grace of God, their bodies were transformed and became white as snow. One of the women had two young

sons, who implored their mother to help them attain the Kingdom of Heaven, and she entrusted them to the care of Saint Blaise.

The seven holy women were beheaded.

Saint Blaise was again brought before Agrilaus, and again he unflinchingly confessed his faith in Christ. The governor ordered

that the martyr be thrown into a lake. The saint, going down to the water, signed himself with the Sign of the Cross, and he

walked on it as though on dry land.

Addressing the pagans standing about on shore, he challenged them to come to him while calling on the help of their gods. Sixty-

eight men of the governor’s retinue entered the water, and immediately drowned. The saint, however, heeding the angel who had

appeared to him, returned to shore.

Agrilaus was in a rage over losing his finest servants, and he gave orders to behead Saint Blaise, and the two sons of the woman

martyr entrusted to him. This occurred in about the year 316.

We pray to Saint Blaise for the health of domestic animals, and for protection from wild beasts.

Godparents Sunday & Sunday School Open House!

We invite you to join us for this special opportunity to receive Holy Communion with your Godchild.    

Parents & Godparents are invited to Sunday School Open House following the Prayer of Thanksgiving.

Visit Classrooms: 6th-12th the first 15 minutes of class; PreK-5th the last 15 minutes of class.

A special reception will follow the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall. 
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Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Ἀναστάσιµον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος γ´.
Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ
ἐπίγεια, ὅτι ἐποίησε κράτος ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ,
ὁ Κύριος· ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τὸν θάνατον·
πρωτότοκος τῶν νεκρῶν ἐγένετο· ἐκ κοιλίας
ᾅδου ἐῤῥύσατο ἡµᾶς, καὶ παρέσχε τῷ κόσµῳ τὸ
µέγα ἔλεος.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ἱεροµάρτυρος. Ἦχος πλ. δ'.
Καὶ τρόπων µέτοχος, καὶ θρόνων διάδοχος, τῶν
Ἀποστόλων γενόµενος, τὴν πρᾶξιν εὗρες
θεόπνευστε, εἰς θεωρίας ἐπίβασιν· διὰ τοῦτο τὸν
λόγον τῆς ἀληθείας ὀρθοτοµῶν, καὶ τῇ πίστει
ἐνήθλησας µέχρις αἵµατος, Ἱεροµάρτυς Βλάσιε.
Πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς
ἡµῶν.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'.
Σήµερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡµῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ
τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς
τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ
Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡµεὶς
σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωµεν· Χαῖρε
Κεχαριτωµένη, ὁ Κύριος µετὰ σοῦ.

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β΄.
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε,
µεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀµετάθετε, µὴ
παρίδῃς, ἁµαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ
πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡµῶν,
τῶν πιστῶς κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς
πρεσβείαν, καὶ σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ
προστατεύουσα ἀεί, Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιµώντων σε.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 3.

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the

Lord has shown the mighty power of his arm. He has

trampled down death by death, becoming the

firstborn of the dead. He has delivered us from the

depths of hades and has granted to all the world his

great mercy.

Apolytikion of the Hieromartyr. Mode pl. 4.

Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way of life

and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint,

in the active life you found an entrance to

contemplation. Hence you rightly expounded the

word of truth, and you shed your blood in struggling

for the faith, O Hieromartyr Blaise. Intercede with

Christ our God, beseeching Him to save our souls.

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the

revelation of the mystery which was hidden from

eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son,

and Gabriel announces the grace of this Good

News. Let us also join with him, calling to the

Theotokos: Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord

is with you.

Kontakion. Mode 2.

A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to

our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the

prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come

to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto

us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to intercede

and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all

time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.



Gospel

Readings 16th Sunday of Matthew
Κυριακή IΣΤ΄ Ματθαίου

(Matthew 25:14-30)

The Lord said this parable:                                      "A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property;

to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went

away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents

more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent

went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants

came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five

talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master

said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over

much; enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master,

you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done,

good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of

your master.' He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a

hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I

went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You

wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not

winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have

received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten

talents. For to every one who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has

not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men

will weep and gnash their teeth." As he said these things he cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him

hear!"

Epistle (St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:1-10)

             working together with him, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, "At

the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation." Behold, now is the

acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one's way, so that no fault

may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great

endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger;

by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of

God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute

and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying,

and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making

many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

Brethren,

PROKEIMENON: Sing praises to our God, sing praises.

VERSE: Clap your hands, all you nations.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the

Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all

must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy

Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy

Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the

clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion.

Thank you.

Reader: Matthew Simitses   
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Welcome, everyone!

Support our Cathedral

Acolytes Handmaidens Parish Council
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We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship, following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy

in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality

table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online

giving, make a quick donation, and more.
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