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Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Κυριακή τοῦ Ασώτου

Meletius, Archbishop of Antioch, Antonius, Archbishop of Constantinople

Meletios of Ypseni, Christos the New Martyr 

(Compiled by Theodore Manzikos)

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Savior has set forth three things

for us: the condition of the sinner, the rule of repentance, and the greatness

of God's compassion. The divine Fathers have put this reading the week after

the parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of the

Prodigal Son our own wretched condition -- inasmuch as we are sunken in

sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we might at last come to our senses

and make haste to return to Him by repentance during these holy days of the

Fast.

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquities, and have

persisted in them for a long time, oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that

there can no longer be any forgiveness for them; and so being without hope,

they fall every day into the same and even worse iniquities. Therefore, the 

Kontakion of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son

I revolted senselessly out of Your fatherly glory; I have squandered sinfully all of the riches You gave

me. Hence to You, using the Prodigal's words, I cry out, I have sinned before You, merciful loving

Father. O receive me in repentance, I pray, and treat me as one of Your hired hands.

divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion of despair from the hearts of such people, and

rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have set the present parable at the forecourts of the Fast, to show

them the surpassing goodness of God's compassion, and to teach them that there is no sin -- no

matter how great it may be -- that can overcome at any time His love for man.

Sunday School Class Presentations
2nd Grade:  Letters to God

3rd Grade:  Sharing God's World:  Bible Story Summaries

4th Grade:  Feasts of the Orthodox Church

5th Grade:  God Calls Us To Serve

 

Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Sunday is TODAY!
We are thankful for all of our Sunday School teachers who dedicate their time and 

share our Faith with all of our students.

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=426


Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 2.

When you descended into death, Life immortal, you

vanquished the power of hades by your resplendent

divinity, and when you raised the dead from the

depths of darkness, all the heavenly powers cried out

triumphantly: O giver of life, Christ our God, glory to

you.

Apolytikion of the Saint. Mode 1.

A rule of faith are you, and an icon of gentleness, and

a teacher of self-control. And to your flock this was

evident, by the truth of your life and deeds. You were

humble and therefore you acquired exalted gifts,

treasure in heaven for being poor. O Father and

Hierarch St. Meletios, intercede with Christ our God,

and entreat Him to save our souls.

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the

revelation of the mystery which was hidden from

eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son,

and Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News.

Let us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos:

Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you.

Kontakion. Mode 3.

On this day.

I revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I

have squandered sinfully * all of the riches You gave

me.* Hence to You, using the Prodigal's words, I cry

out,* I have sinned before You, merciful loving

Father.* O receive me in repentance, * I pray, and

treat me * as one of Your hired hands.

Ἀναστάσιµον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος β΄.
Ὅτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ ζωὴ ἡ
ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσας, τῇ ἀστραπῇ
τῆς θεότητος· ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς τεθνεῶτας, ἐκ τῶν
καταχθονίων ἀνέστησας, πᾶσαι αἱ δυνάµεις τῶν
ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον· Ζωοδότα Χριστέ, ὁ Θεὸς
ἡµῶν δόξα σοι.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ἁγίου. Ἦχος δʹ.
Κανόνα πίστεως καί εικόνα πραότητος,
εγκρατείας Διδάσκαλον, ανέδειξέ σε τή ποίµνη
σου, η τών πραγµάτων αλήθεια, διά τούτο
εκτήσω τή ταπεινώσει τά υψηλά, τή πτωχεία τά
πλούσια, Πάτερ Ιεράρχα Μελέτιε, πρέσβευε
Χριστώ τώ Θεώ, σωθήναι τάς ψυχάς ηµών.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'.
Σήµερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡµῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ
τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς
τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ
Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡµεὶς
σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωµεν· Χαῖρε
Κεχαριτωµένη, ὁ Κύριος µετὰ σοῦ.

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος γ'.
Ἡ Παρθένος σήµερον.

Τῆς πατρῴας, δόξης σου, ἀποσκιρτήσας ἀφρόνως,
ἐν κακοῖς ἐσκόρπισα, ὅν µοι παρέδωκας πλοῦτον·
ὅθεν σοι τὴν τοῦ Ἀσώτου, φωνὴν κραυγάζω·
Ἥµαρτον ἐνώπιόν σου Πάτερ οἰκτίρµον, δέξαι µε
µετανοοῦντα, καὶ ποίησόν µε, ὡς ἕνα τῶν
µισθίων σου.



DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Epistle

Gospel

Reader: Alexia Spetseris

PROKEIMENON: The Lord is my strength and my song. 

VERSE: The Lord has chastened me sorely.

Readings
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Κυριακή τοῦ Ασώτου

Brethren,

The Lord said this parable, T                                   "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father,

'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he divided his living between them. Not many

days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he

squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that

country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country,

who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the

swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's

hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my

father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to

be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while

he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed

him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy

to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and

put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make

merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make

merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and

dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother

has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' But he

was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo,

these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid,

that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with

harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is

mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was

lost, and is found.'"

             "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but I will

not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and God will

destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the

body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are

members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?

Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is

written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun

immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his

own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from

God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body and in your spirit

which belong to God.

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the

Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all

must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy

Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy

Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the

clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion. 

Thank you.

(St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20)

(Luke 15:11-32)
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Thank you to our volunteers

Welcome, everyone!

Support our Cathedral

Acolytes Handmaidens Parish Council

Group 4 Group 4 St. Basil the Great

➤ Follow the Cathedral on

Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy

in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality

table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online

giving, make a quick donation, and more.
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Saiah Murray

Maria Nikolov

Zoe Tiliakos

Michael Hoon

Ted Kipreos

Toni Taggart

Stacie Nefos

Athanasios Tiliakos
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William Adams

Yanni Kitas

Dimitri Pumphrey

Peter Soulimiotis

Lucas Tiliakos

Niko Tiliakos


