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The holy virgin Nina was from Cappadocia. According to some, her father

Zabulon was a friend of the holy Great Martyr George, whose father was a

Cappadocian. The conversion of Georgia by Saint Nina is reported in the

Church histories of Rufinus, Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret: Rufinus,

writing less than a hundred years after Saint Nina, said that he heard the

history in Jerusalem from a Georgian Prince named Bacurius. Saint Nina was

taken captive by the Georgians (whom the Greek accounts call Iberians), and

while in captivity she lived a very devout life of sobriety and virtue, praying

unceasingly night and day; this drew the attention of the Georgians, and to all

who asked her about her way of life, she preached the dispensation of Christ.

When she healed by her prayer a certain woman's sick child, whom no one

else had been able to help, the report of her came to the ears of the Queen

of Georgia, who was herself gravely afflicted with an incurable malady. She

asked that the captive women be brought to her, but Saint Nina declined out

of modesty, so the Queen commanded them to carry her to Nina. Saint Nina

healed her immediately, and the Queen returned home in joy. When she

extolled Nina and her faith to the king, he gave her no heed, although she

mentioned it to him often. But while hunting in the forest, he was shrouded

with an impenetrable darkness in which he lost his way, became separated

from his men, and fell into despair; he made a vow that if Christ should

deliver him, he would worship him alone. The light of day straightway shone

again, and the king fulfilled his vow. He and the Queen were instructed in the

Faith by Saint Nina, and they with the whole Georgian nation became

Christ's. The King also sent an embassy to Saint Constantine the Great,

informing him of their conversion, and requesting that priests be sent to

Georgia. Saint Nina reposed in peace in about the year 335. The above-

mentioned Church historians speak of her without calling her Nina. She is

celebrated in the Roman Martyrology on December 15 under the name

Christina.
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Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος βαρύς.
Κατέλυσας τῷ Σταυρῷ σου τὸν θάνατον·
ἠνέῳξας τῷ λῃστῇ τὸν Παράδεισον· τῶν
Μυροφόρων τὸν θρῆνον μετέβαλες, καὶ τοῖς
σοῖς Ἀποστόλοις κηρύττειν ἐπέταξας, ὅτι
ἀνέστης Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, παρέχων τῷ κόσμῳ τὸ
μέγα ἔλεος.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἑορτῆς. Ἦχος αʹ.
Ἐν Ἰορδάνῃ βαπτιζομένου σου Κύριε, ἡ τῆς
Τριάδος ἐφανερώθη προσκύνησις· τοῦ γὰρ
Γεννήτορος ἡ φωνὴ προσεμαρτύρει σοι,
ἀγαπητόν σε Υἱὸν ὀνομάζουσα· καὶ τὸ Πνεῦμα
ἐν εἴδει περιστερᾶς, ἐβεβαίου τοῦ λόγου τὸ
ἀσφαλές. Ὁ ἐπιφανεὶς Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, καὶ τὸν
κόσμον φωτίσας δόξα σοι.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'.
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ
τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς
τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ
Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς
σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε
Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ.

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος δ΄.
Αὐτόμελον.

Ἐπεφάνης σήμερον τῇ οἰκουμένῃ, καὶ τὸ φῶς
σου Κύριε, ἐσημειώθη ἐφʼ ἡμᾶς, ἐν ἐπιγνώσει
ὑμνοῦντάς σε. Ἦλθες ἐφάνης τὸ Φῶς τὸ
ἀπρόσιτον.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode grave.

By your cross, O Lord, you destroyed death; to the

thief you opened paradise. The myrrh-bearers’ sorrow

you transformed into joy, and you sent your apostles

forth to proclaim that you had risen from the dead,

Christ our God, bestowing on all the world your great

mercy.

Apolytikion of the Feast. Mode 1.

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the

worship of the Trinity became manifest, for the voice

of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the

Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove,

confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God,

who appeared and illumined the world, glory to You.

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the

revelation of the mystery which was hidden from

eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son,

and Gabriel announces the grace of this Good

News. Let us also join with him, calling to the

Theotokos: Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord

is with you.

Kontakion. Mode 4.

Automelon.

You appeared today to us * on earth, O Master, *

and Your light was signed on us * who cry aloud to

You and say * with understanding, O Christ our God:

You came and shone forth, O Light unapproachable.



Gospel

Readings Leavetaking of the Theophany of Our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
Απόδοσις τών Αγίων Θεοφανείων

(Matthew 4:12-17)

At that time,                 when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth

he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken

by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea,

across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for

those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to preach,

saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Epistle (St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 4:7-13)

            grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When

he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He ascended," what

does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he who

also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts were that some should be

apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of

ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of

the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

Brethren,

PROKEIMENON: Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.

VERSE: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the

Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all

must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy

Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy

Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the

clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion.

Thank you.

Reader: Demetre Lignos  
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We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy

in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality

table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online

giving, make a quick donation, and more.
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