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45 Holy Martyrs of Nikopolis, Armenia, Our Holy Father Gregory, Bishop of Assa, Parthenios and Eumenios
of Koudoumas, 10,000 Fathers martyred in Egypt, Apollonios the Martyr, Deposition of the Precious Robe
of Our Lord Jesus Christ in Moscow, Righteous Father Anthony of the Kiev Caves

45 Holy Martyrs at Nikopolis in Armenia

Forty-five Martyrs of Nicopolis in Armenia suffered during the reign of Emperor Licinius
(311-324), who was then co-regent with Saint Constantine the Great (May 21). Licinius, the
ruler of the Eastern Empire, fiercely persecuted Christians and issued an edict to put to death
any Christian who would not return to paganism. When the persecutions began at
Nicopolis, more than forty of those being persecuted for Christ decided to appear voluntarily
before their persecutors, to confess openly their faith in the Son of God, and to accept
martyrdom. The holy confessors were headed by Leontius, Mauricius, Daniel, Anthony,
Alexond(Trf, Sisinius, Meneus, and Belerad (Virilad), and they were distinguished by their
virtuous lite.

Lycias, the procurator of the Armenian district, before whom the holy confessors presented
4| themselves, was amazed at the boldness and brovery of those who condemned themselves
volun’ronly to ’ror'rure and death. He tried to persuade them to renounce Christ and offer sacrifice o the pagan gods,
but the saints remained steadfast. In the prison the saints rejoiced and sang the Psalms of David. Saint Leontius
inspired and encouraged the brethren, preparing them to accept new tortures for the true Faith, and telling them of
the bravery of all those who had suffered previously for Christ. In the morning, after repeated refusals to offer sacrifice
to the idols, the saints were subjected to further tortures.

Saint Leontius, seeing the intense suffering of the martyrs, and fearful that some of them might falter and lose faith,
prayed to God that these torments would end quickly for all of them.

When the holy martyrs were singing Psalms at midnight, an Angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to them, and the
prison blazed with light. The Angel declared to the martyrs that their contest was coming to an end, and their names
already were inscribed in Heaven. Two of the prison guards, Meneus and Virilad, saw what was happening and

believed in Christ.

On the following morning, Lysias decided to ask them if they had changed their minds and were willing to worship
the idols. With one mouth, the Saints replied: “We are Christians! We are Christians!” Insane with rage, Lysias
ordered that their hands and feet be cut off, and then threw them into the fire. After this, their bones were tossed into
a river. Later on, when freedom had been given to the Church of Christ, a church was built on the spot and was
dedicated to the 45 Holy Martyrs of Nikopolis.

From the website of the Orthodox Church in America



Order ot Hymns Following The Small Entrance

ATTOAUTIKIO

AvaoTtdoiyov AtroAutikiov. "Hxog v,
EvppaivéoBw Ta oUpavia, ayoAAidcbw T4
gmiyela, OTI €TToinoe kKpPATog, £v Bpayiovi alTod,
0 Kupiog, émarnoe 1 Bavarw 1OV Bdvatov,
TTIPWTOTOKOG TWV VEKPWV €YEVETO, €K KOIAIOG
adou éppuaato NUAGg, kai TTapéoxe T KOOUW
TO Péya EAEOG.

ATroAutikiov 100 Aviou. "Hyoc &°.

Taxu TTpokaTaAae.
Oi MapTupég oou Kuplig, €v T aBANoEl auT@v,
oTEQPAVOUG éKopioavTo TAG agbapaiag, £k ol
100 ©c00 AUV oxoévTeG yap TRV ioxuv oou,
TOUC TUpdAvvoug KaBeihov, £Bpaucav  Kai
daiyévwy, Ta avioxupa Bpdon. AUTOV TAig
ikeaialg, Xpioteé 6 ©egdg, oWoov TAG WUXAg
AWGQV.

AmoAutikiov 100 Naod. "Hyog &'
ZAPepoV TAG owTnpiag AUAY T0 KepdaAaiov, Kai
100 aTT' divog MuoTnpiou i avépwolg, 6 Yiog
1700 ©¢00, Yiog 1Ag MapBévou vyivetal, Kai
FaBpinA TAV xapiv ebayyeAiCeTal. Ald Kai NUEig
ouv aUtT® TA Ocotékw PorRowpuev: Xaipe
Kexapitwuévn, 6 Kipiog petd 0od.

Kovrdkiov. "Hyo¢ B.'
MpooTacia TV XPIOTIOVOV  AKATAIOXUVTE,
peaiTeia TPOg TOV MointAv  dauetddete. Mn
TTapidNG AUAPTWAQV JeNTEWV QWVAG, AAAG
TTPpoPBacov, wg ayadn, €ic TRV Bondeiav UV,
TV TMOTWOG Kpauyaldoviwv colr Taxuvov E€ig
TpecBeiav, kai omedoov e€i¢ ikeaiav, N
TTpooTaTEUOUCA AEl, OE0TOKE, TV TIHWVTWY OFE.

Apolytikia

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 3.

Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on
earth be glad. For with His arm the Lord has
worked power. He trampled death under foot by
means of death; and He became the firstborn
from the dead. From the maw of Hades He
delivered us; and He granted the world His great
mercy.

Apolytikion for the Saint. Mode 4.
Come quickly.

Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded by
You * the crowns of incorruption, in that they
contested for You our immortal God. * Since they
possessed Your power, they defeated the tyrants, *
dashing the demons' powerless displays of
defiance. * O Christ God, at their fervent
entreaties, save our souls.

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the
revelation of the mystery which was hidden from
eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin's
Son, and Gabriel announces the grace of this
Good News. Let us also join with him, calling to
the Theotokos: Rejoice, O Woman full of grace;
the Lord is with you.

Kontakion. Mode 2.

A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor
to our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not
the prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead,
come to us, for you are good; your loving help
bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you:
Hasten to intercede and speed now to supplicate,
as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those
who honor you.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK



4" Sunday of Matthew
A’Kupiakr) MatBaiou

Readings
Epistle

St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans  6:18-23

Matthew 8:5-13

PROKEIMENON: Sing praises to our God, sing praises.
VERSE: Clap your hands, all you nations.

Brethren, having been set free from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness. | am
speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once yielded
your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your members to
righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But then what return
did you get from the things of which you are now ashamed?¢ The end of those things is death.
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the return you
get is sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him
and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress." And he said to
him, "l will come and heal him." But the centurion answered him, "Lord, | am not worthy to
have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For |
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and | say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and
to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus
heard him, he marveled, and said to those who followed him, "Truly, | say to you, not even in
Israel have | found such faith. | tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at table
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom
will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth." And to the
centurion Jesus said, "Go; be it done for you as you have believed." And the servant was
healed at that very moment.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion

Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated (confirmed) in the
Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church spiritually (for example,
married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their hearts). For
all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience,
confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this,
please speak with the clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion. Please let parents
with their babies and the elderly approach first. Thank you.



Support our Cathedral

Welcome, everyone!

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors
worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by
our hospitality table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

&

See a member of Scan this QR
Parish Council Code

Text “ATLGOC” to
73256

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online
giving, make a quick donation, and more.

Thank you to our volunteers

Acolytes
Group 4

George Poulos
Nicolas Adams
Nolan Adams
lan Alexander
Constantine Dallis
Alexander Halkos

Demetre Lignos

Contact us

2500 Clairmont Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

office@atlgoc.org
(404) 633-5870
Fax (404) 633-6018

Handmaidens
Group 4
Christina Dallis
Paraskevi Baker
Marina Dallis
Stavroula Dallis
Gabriella Mayes
Maria Nikolav

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean
Rev. Fr. Christos P Mars, Presbyter
Theodore Mantzikos, Pastoral Assistant

> Follow the Cathedral on
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

Parish Council
St. Basil The Great
George Koulouris
Christina Callesis
Ted Kipreos
Toni Taggart
Stacie Nefos

Athanasios Tiliakos

[E5%IE]  Scan this QR Code
or visit us at
=] atlgoc.org


https://www.facebook.com/atlgoc/
https://www.instagram.com/atlgoc/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ATLGOC

