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3rd Sunday of Matthew
Γ' Κυριακή Ματθαῖου

(From GOARCH.org)

Leavetaking of the Nativity of the Forerunner John the Baptist, The Righteous Martyr Febronia, Methodius of Nevritos 

Prokopios the New Martyr, Dionysius & Dometios the Righteous of Mount Athos 

Orentios, Pharmakios, Eros, Phirmos, Phirminos, Kyriakos, and Longinos the Martyrs and Brothers 

 

He that was greater than all who are born of women, the Prophet who

received God's testimony that he surpassed all the Prophets, was born of

the aged and barren Elizabeth (Luke 1:7) and filled all his kinsmen, and

those that lived round about, with gladness and wonder. But even more

wondrous was that which followed on the eighth day when he was

circumcised, that is, the day on which a male child receives his name.

Those present called him Zacharias, the name of his father. But the

mother said, "Not so, but he shall be called John." Since the child's

father was unable to speak, he was asked, by means of a sign, to

indicate the child's name. He then asked for a tablet and wrote, "His

name is John." And immediately Zacharias' mouth was opened, his

tongue was loosed from its silence of nine months, and filled with the

Holy Spirit, he blessed the God of Israel, Who had fulfilled the promises

made to their fathers, and had visited them that were sitting in darkness

and the shadow of death, and had sent to them the light of salvation. 

Zacharias prophesied concerning the child also, saying that he would

be a Prophet of the Most High and Forerunner of Jesus Christ. And the

child John, who was filled with grace, grew and waxed strong in the

Spirit; and he was in the wilderness until the day of his showing to Israel

(Luke 1:57-80). His name is a variation of the Hebrew "Johanan," which

means "Yahweh is gracious."

Today's Memorial
Service can be found on p. 127

of the Divine Liturgy Book
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Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Ἀναστάσιµον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος β´.
Ὅτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ ζωὴ ἡ
ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσας, τῇ
ἀστραπῇ τῆς θεότητος· ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς
τεθνεῶτας, ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων ἀνέστησας,
πᾶσαι αἱ δυνάµεις τῶν ἐπουρανίων
ἐκραύγαζον· Ζωοδότα Χριστέ, ὁ Θεὸς ἡµῶν
δόξα σοι.

Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος δʹ.
Ταχὺ προκατάλαβε.

Προφῆτα καὶ Πρόδροµε, τῆς παρουσίας
Χριστοῦ, ἀξίως εὐφηµῆσαί σε οὐκ εὐποροῦµεν
ἡµεῖς, οἱ πόθῳ τιµῶντές σε· στείρωσις γὰρ
τεκούσης, καὶ πατρὸς ἀφωνία, λέλυνται τῇ
ἐνδόξῳ, καὶ σεπτῇ σου γεννήσει, καὶ σάρκωσις
Υἱοῦ τοῦ Θεοῦ, κόσµῳ κηρύττεται.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'.
Σήµερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡµῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ
τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς
τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ
Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡµεὶς
σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωµεν· Χαῖρε
Κεχαριτωµένη, ὁ Κύριος µετὰ σοῦ.

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιµηµένων. Ἦχος πλ. δ'.
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου
καὶ ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥµαρτον συγχώρησον· οὐδεὶς
γὰρ ἀναµάρτητος, εἰ µὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάµενος καὶ τοῖς
µεταστὰσι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν.

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β.' 
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε,
µεσιτεία πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀµετάθετε. Μὴ
παρίδῃς ἁµαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ
πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡµῶν,
τῶν πιστῶς κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς
πρεσβείαν, καὶ σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ
προστατεύουσα ἀεὶ, Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιµώντων σε.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 2.

When you descended into death, Life immortal, you

vanquished the power of hades by your resplendent

divinity, and when you raised the dead from the depths of

darkness, all the heavenly powers cried out triumphantly:

O giver of life, Christ our God, glory to you.

 

 

 

Apolytikion. Mode 4.

Come quickly.

O Prophet and Forerunner of the appearance of Christ, *

with longing we honor you, although we have not the

means * of extolling you worthily. * Your birth, which was

exalted * and most glorious, ended * the barrenness of

your mother and the muteness of your father; * and unto

the world it announced * the Incarnation of God the

Word.

 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the revelation

of the mystery which was hidden from eternity. The Son of

God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and Gabriel announces

the grace of this Good News. Let us also join with him,

calling to the Theotokos: Rejoice, O Woman full of grace;

the Lord is with you.

 

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4.

Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, and

forgive every sin they have committed in this life. For no

one is sinless except You, Who have power to grant rest to

those who have fallen asleep.

 

Kontakion. Mode 2.

A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our

Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the prayerful

cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come to us, for you

are good; your loving help bring unto us, who are crying

in faith to you: Hasten to intercede and speed now to

supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for

those who honor you.



Gospel

Readings
3rd Sunday of Matthew
Γ' Κυριακή Ματθαῖου

(Matthew 6:22-33)

The Lord said,                      "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of

light; but if your eye is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is

darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and

mammon. Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall

drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than

clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can

add one cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,

how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like

one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into

the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying,

'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear? For the Gentiles seek all these

things; and your heavenly Father knows you need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his

righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well."

Epistle (St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 5:1-10)

             since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through

him we have obtained access by faith to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of

sharing the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not

disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been

given to us. While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die

for a righteous man -- though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. But God shows his love

for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by his

blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by

his life.

Brethren,

PROKEIMENON: The Lord is my strength and my song.

VERSE: The Lord has chastened me sorely.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the

Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all

must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy

Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy

Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the

clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion.

Thank you.
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Thank you to our volunteers

Welcome, everyone!

Support our Cathedral

Acolytes Handmaidens Parish Council

Group 3 Group 3 St. Gregory the Theologian

➤ Follow the Cathedral on

Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy

in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality

table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online

giving, make a quick donation, and more.
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