
Saint Taisia of Egypt, raised by her mother in a spirit far removed from Christian

piety, led a depraved and dissolute life. She was famed for her beauty, leading

many on the path to perdition.

The account about the prodigal Taisia spread throughout all Egypt and reached

even Saint Paphnutius, a strict ascetic who had converted many to salvation.

Paphnutius dressed himself in worldly attire and went to Taisia, giving her money

as though he wished to pay for her favors. He pretended to be afraid that

someone would see them, so he asked her if there were a place they would not be

discovered. Taisia said that they could lock the door and enjoy complete privacy.

“But if you fear God,” she said, “there is no place where you can hide from Him.”

Seeing that she knew about God and the punishment of the wicked, the Elder

asked why she led a sinful life and enticed others to ruin their souls. He told her

about the eternal punishment she would have to face for her own sins, and for the

people who had been corrupted and destroyed by her.

Pelagia the Righteous, Pelagia the Virgin-martyr of Antioch, Phillip, 

Bishop of Gortyna, Taisia the Harlot of Egypt
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The words of Saint Paphnutius so affected the sinner that she gathered up all her riches acquired through her

shameful life, then set them afire in the city square. Then Saint Paphnutius shut her up in a small cell, where for three

years she dwelt in seclusion. Turning toward the East, Taisia constantly repeated the short prayer, “My Creator, have

mercy on me!”

“From the moment I entered into the cell,” said Taisia to the Elder before her death, “all my sins constantly were

before my eyes, and I wept when I remembered them.”

Saint Paphnutius replied “It is for your tears, and not for the austerity of your seclusion, that the Lord has granted you

mercy.”

Saint Taisia was ill for three days, then fell asleep in the Lord. So this woman, who had been a harlot and a sinner,

has entered the Kingdom of God before us (Mt. 21:31). Saint Paul the Simple (October 4) saw in a vision the place

prepared for the penitant Thais in Paradise.
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Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος αʹ. 
Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων,
καὶ στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σου
σῶμα, ἀνέστης τριήμερος Σωτήρ, δωρούμενος
τῷ κόσμῳ τὴν ζωήν. Διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν
οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα τῇ
ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ, δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου,
δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σου, μόνε Φιλάνθρωπε.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἁγίας. Ἦχος πλ. δ'.
Ἐν σοὶ Μῆτερ ἀκριβῶς διεσώθη τὸ κατʼ εἰκόνα·
λαβοῦσα γὰρ τὸν σταυρόν, ἠκολούθησας τῷ
Χριστῷ, καὶ πράττουσα ἐδίδασκες ὑπερορᾶν μὲν
σαρκὸς παρέρχεται γάρ, ἐπιμελεῖσθαι δὲ ψυχῆς,
πράγματος ἀθανάτου· διὸ καὶ μετὰ Ἀγγέλων
συναγάλλεται Ὁσία Πελαγία, τὸ πνεῦμά σου.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'.
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ
τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς
τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ
Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς
σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε
Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ.

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β'.
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε,
μεσιτεία πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε. Μὴ
παρίδῃς ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ
πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡμῶν,
τῶν πιστῶς κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς
πρεσβείαν, καὶ σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ
προστατεύουσα ἀεὶ, Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιμώντων σε.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 1.

Although your tomb was sealed by the Jews O Savior,

and your most pure body was guarded by the

soldiers, you rose on the third day giving life to all the

world. Therefore, O giver of life, the powers of

heaven praise you: Glory to your resurrection, O

Christ. Glory to your kingdom. Glory to your saving

dispensation, O only lover of mankind.

Apolytikion of the Saint. Mode pl. 4.

In you, O Mother, is preserved undistorted what was

made in the image of God; for taking up the cross,

you followed Christ and by example taught, that we

should overlook the flesh, since it passes away, and

instead look after the soul, since it is immortal. And

therefore, O devout Pelagia, your spirit rejoices with

the angels.

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the

revelation of the mystery which was hidden from

eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son,

and Gabriel announces the grace of this Good

News. Let us also join with him, calling to the

Theotokos: Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord

is with you.

Kontakion. Mode 2.

A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to

our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the

prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come

to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto

us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to intercede

and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all

time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.



Gospel

Readings 3rd Sunday of Luke
Κυριακή Γ΄Λουκά

(Luke 7:11-16)

At that time,                   Jesus went to a city called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. As he

drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his

mother, and she was a widow; and a large crowd from the city was with her. And when the Lord saw her,

he had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep." And he came and touched the bier, and the

bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to you, arise." And the dead man sat up, and began to

speak. And he gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all; and they glorified God, saying, "A great

prophet has arisen among us!" and "God has visited his people!"

Epistle (St. Paul's Second Letter to Corinthians 9:6-11)

        , he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap

bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God

loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may

always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work. As it is written, "He

scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever." He who supplies seed to the

sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your resources and increase the harvest of your

righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for great generosity, which through us will produce

thanksgiving to God.

Brethren

,

PROKEIMENON: Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.

VERSE: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the

Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all

must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy

Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy

Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the

clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion.

Thank you.

Reader: Demetre Lignos
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Thank you to our volunteers

Welcome, everyone!

Support our Cathedral
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We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy

in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality

table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online

giving, make a quick donation, and more.
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