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Sophia & her three daughters: Faith, Hope, and Love, Herakleides & Myron, Bishops of Cyprus
Afterfeast of the Holy Cross

Today's Memorials

Service can be found on p. 127
of the Divine Liturgy Book

40 Day Memorial for Eleni Kolokathi Papanikolopoulou
2 Year Memorial for Michael Miller

Poulcheria the Empress

The Holy Martyrs Saint Sophia and her Daughters Faith, Hope and Love were born in
ltaly. Their mother was a pious Christian widow who named her daughters for the three
Christian virtues. Faith was twelve, Hope was ten, and Love was nine. Saint Sophia raised
them in the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. Saint Sophia and her daughters did not hide
their faith in Christ, but openly confessed it before everyone.

An official named Antiochus denounced them to the emperor Hadrian (117-138), who
ordered that they be brought to Rome. Realizing that they would be taken before the
emperor, the holy virgins prayed fervently to the Lord Jesus Christ, asking that He give
them the strength not to fear torture and death. When the holy virgins and their mother
came before the emperor, everyone present was amazed at their composure. They looked
as though they had been brought to some happy festival, rather than to torture.
Summoning each of the sisters in turn, Hadrian urged them to offer sacrifice to the
goddess Artemis. The young girls remained unyielding.

Then the emperor ordered them to be tortured. They burned the holy virgins over an iron
grating, then threw them into a red-hot oven, and finally into a cauldron with boiling tar,
but the Lord preserved them.

The youngest child, Love, was tied to a wheel and they beat her with rods until her body was covered all over with bloody
welts. After undergoing unspeakable torments, the holy virgins glorified their Heavenly Bridegroom and remained
steadfast in the Faith.

They subjected Saint Sophia to another grievous torture: the mother was forced to watch the suffering of her daughters.
She displayed adamant courage, and urged her daughters to endure their torments for the sake of the Heavenly
Bridegroom. All three maidens were beheaded, and joyfully bent their necks beneath the sword.

In order to intensify Saint Sophia’s inner suffering, the emperor permitted her to take the bodies of her daughters. She
placed their remains in coffins and loaded them on a wagon. She drove beyond the city limits and reverently buried them
on a high hill. Saint Sophia sat there by the graves of her daughters for three days, and finally she gave up her soul to the
Lord. Even though she did not suffer for Christ in the flesh, she was not deprived of a martyr’s crown. Instead, she
suffered in her heart. Believers buried her body there beside her daughters.

The relics of the holy martyrs have rested at El'zasa, in the church of Esho since the year 777.
(www.oca.org)


http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=171
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=171

Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance

Avaotdaoipov AnoAvtikiov. 'Hxog mA. .
AyyeAkal duvApES €M TO HVIHA OOV, Kal oL
puAdooovteg  amevekgwOnoavt kai - iotato
Maoia &v 1@ Tape, nTovoa 0 AXEAVTOV ooV
OWHA. EGKUAEUGag TOV Gdnv, un mewacbeig 1T
avtov: vmvmoag ) IaeBéve, dwoovuevog
v Comv. O avaotag &k twv vekpwv, Kivote
00&a ool

AmnoAvtikiov tov Xtavgov. ‘'Hxog a'.
Lwoov, Kogte, tov Aadv cov kal evAdynoov Tf]\/
KAngovopiav ocov, vikag toic Pacidevol kata
PaoPaowv dwEOVHEVOS, KAl TO 0OV QUAATTWY
OLX TOV LTAvQOL 00V TOALTELHA.

AmoAvtikiov g Aviac. 'Hxoc mA. '
Tov ovvavapyov Aoyov.

Q¢ eAaia Ka'cam@nog ave(g’}\cxomdaag, eV Tchg
avAais o0 Kvgiov Zogia Magtug oeuvr), kai
TQOOT Yy €S XQLOTQ KAQTIOV NDUTATOV, TOVS TG
vndvog  oov  PAagtovg, O AywvwV  iEQwv,
Ayarmv te kai BAmida, kat v Oedpoova
[Ttotv: ped' v duowmel VTTEQY TMAVTWYV V.

AmoAvtikiov tov Naov. "Hxoc 0.
anegov me owmelag Nuawv 1o KepaAaiov, kai
OV an’ alwvog Muomgiov 1 pavépwotg, 6 Yiog
tov BOc¢ov, TLog e IlagBevov yivetay, wal
FapomA v xaow evayyeAiCetal Aw kai Nueig
ovv  avtw ) Beotokw Porowuevt  Xaie
K%ZX(XQLT(UP.EVT], 6 Kvplog peta oov.

Kovtakiov twv Kexotpunuévwv. ‘Hyog mA. 8
Mvriobnt, Kogte, wg ayabog twv d0VAwv oov
kat 6oa év Piw fHAQTOV OLYXWENOOV: OLDELS
YXQ AVAUAQTNTOG, €L UT) OV O DUVAHEVOG Ktk TOLG
HETAOTAOL DOVVAL THV AVATIAVOLV.

Kov'w'uclov. "Hxog L

O Vvwbeig &v o ZTancb enovmwg, 'tf]
EMWVUHE OOV KALVT) TOALTEIX TOVG OIKTIQUOUS
oov dwenoat, Xowote O SRS ebPEAVOV €V 1)
dUVANEL COV TOLG TUOTOLG PATIAEIS TIHWY, Vikag
XOQNY@V  aUTOIG  KATX TV  TOAgpiwy: TV
gvppaxiav  €xotev Ty ony, OmAov  eiQnvng,
AN TTNTOV TOOTIALOV.

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode pl. 2.

The Angelic powers appeared at your tomb, the
soldiers guarding it became like dead men, and Mary
stood at your grave seeking, seeking your most pure
body. But you made hades a captive; you were
untouched by its might. You came to the virgin and
granted life. O Lord, who rose from the dead, glory
fo you.

Apolytikion of the Cross. Mode 1.
Save, O Llord, Your people and bless Your
inheritance, granting victory to the faithful over the
enemy, and by Your Cross protecting Your
commonwealth.

Apolytikion of the Saint. Mode pl. 1.

Let us worship the Word.
As the Psalm says, you grew as a fruitful olive tree *
the courts of the Lord, O Sophia, righteous Saint; *
and you offered unto Christ, by contests of
martyrdom, * the blessed offspring of your womb, as
if sweet and pleasing fruit, * Faith, Hope and Love,
your three daughters. * Now we entreat you to pray
Him, * on behalf of us who honor you.

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4.

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the
revelation of the mystery which was hidden from
eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son,
and Gabriel announces the grace of this Good
News. Let us also join with him, calling to the
Theotokos: Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord
is with you.

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4.
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants,
and forgive every sin they have committed in this life.
For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to
grant rest to those who have fallen asleep.

Kontakion. Mode 4.

You who were lifted on the cross voluntarily, * O
Christ our God, bestow Your tender compassions *
upon Your new community to which You gave Your
name. * Cause our faithful emperors to be glad in
Your power, * granting them the victories against
their adversaries. * And for an ally, Lord, may they
have You, * peace as their armor, the trophy
invincible

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK
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Episﬂe (St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 2:16-20)

Reader: Anastasia Lamas

PROKEIMENON: O Lord, save our people and bless your inheritance.
VERSE: To you, O Lord, | have cried, O my God.

Brethren, knowing that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law,
because by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we
ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin2 Certainly not! But if | build up again
those things which | tore down, then | prove myself a transgressor. For | through the law died to the ?ow,
that | might live to God. | have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in
me; and the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.

Gospel (Mark 8:34-38; 9:1)

The Lord said, "lf anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will
save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life¢ For what can a man give
in return for his life¢ For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation,
of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels." And he said to them, "Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death
before they see the kingdom of GoJcome with power."

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy éommunion one must be in good standing with the
Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all

must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy
Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy

Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the

clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion.
Thank you.



Support our Cathedral

Welcome, everyone!

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy

in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality
table and sign the register in the Narthex.

Ways to give:

& .

Text “ATLGOC” See a member of Scan this QR
to 73256 Parish Council Code

Or visit us at atlgoc.org to light candles and submit names for prayers, manage your online
giving, make a quick donation, and more.

Thank you to our volunteers

Acolytes Handmaidens Parish Council
Group 3 Group 3 St. Gregory the Theologian
lan Alexander Alexia Spetseris Michael Missailidis
George Adams Nora Fotopoulos George Karolis
William Adams Phoebe Franklin Peter Zaharis
Grayden Fotopoulos Remy Hughes Victor Ellis
JW Godwin Anna Sophia Laszlo Kappy Lawandales
George Laszlo Helen Laszlo Pete Vallianatos
John Pribas Mina Papadopoulos
Benjamin Terry Eleni Starks
Contact us [E5%I[E] Scan this QR
, Code or visit us at
2500 Clairmont Road NE Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean atlgoc.org

Atlanta, GA 30329 Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Protopresbyter [m] L™

office@atlgoc.org Elizabeth Thomas, Pastoral Assistant

(404) 633-5870
Fax (404) 633-6018 » Follow the Cathedral on

Facebook, Instagram and YouTube



